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Young Author Conferences boost writing and reading skills

BEY MARGRIET RUURS

ow'! Do you know that

you are world famous

in Kamloops?® A young
student stares, wide-eyed, at her favorite
author: Ann Walsh, author. of Flower
Pover. Writer and reader are brought to
gether by the Kamloops” Young Author
Conference

“Can | shake your hand?”

"Can you autograph my book?™

*| want to be an author, too, when |
grow up!”

These are just a tew of the comments
heard at Young Author Conferences
around Morth America

How is a Young Author Conference
(YAC) organized, and do they make a dif-
ference to a student's desire and skills ta
read and write? That is a question | asked
several coordinators of such events

Young Author Conferences may vary

Roberta Long Medal for Distinguished
Contributions to Literature, which cele-
brates the cultural diversity of children.
The medal is presented on the night be-
fore the conference, enabling speakers
and teachers to meet at a réception.

Alabama's YAC has been held for 21
years. The event is coordinated and
hosted by the University of Alabama at
Birmingham, and several university fac
ulty members serve on the steering com
Flementary and
high school students attend the confer-
ence, which is held in buildings across the
CATIILES

A local college campus is a popular
venue for a YAC. A camipus offers lots of
space for workshops and general ses-
sions, and the facility is usually, on a 5Sat-
urday, made available to local schools at
no charge.

miitter as wolunteers

Who speaks at a YAC?

writers of books for all age
ranges as well as various
genres. They review pub-
lished works, presenters’
websites, and available pro
motional and review mate-
rials before making their
selections

How are YACs
funded?

At the Alabama YAC, par-
ticipants from Grades 1-8
pay a modest 54.00 fee to
register. With an audience
range of between 3,500 and 4,500, this
provides the conference with a workable
budget. “We invite the best speakers we
can afford,” says lengtime coordinator
Maryann Manning. “This past year our
speakers included Ashley Bryan, Eloise
Greenfield, David Harrson, and others,”
Parents bring their students to the Sar

Margriet Ruurs autegraphs boaks for p
ponts ot Manaimeos Toung Author Conh

rial discount, to host out-of-tos
ers. it may be worthwhile to ap
business about sponsorship for
that will boost children's reas
writing skills.

Funding trom the Canada Ct
the Arts helps to bring speak
across the country to the |
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ANAL offers a territic wary For elemen-
tary, middbe, and high sohool
students to meet pub
lished authors and il-
lustrators, to listen
o presentations

n size and length, but most have several
things in common: They are co-
ordinated by dedicated
volunteers, attended by
eager students, and
embraced by teach-

urday event and are invited to attend
their own, separate session. Other YALCS
allow parents to attend a session if ac-
companied by a child, while still others
do not involve parents at all because the
event s held at schoosl during school

YAC. The YAC in Fort St John, Brf
Columbia, is entirely funded by the
perintendent’s office—a great exan
o administrators everywhere -

In some cases funding also co’
fram the sale of books. If the conten



ers and parents as a
wluable asser

Overviews
of two

conferences

In 1986, a group of local
teachers from School District
#68 in Nanaimao, British Colum-
bia, together with local book-
sellers and librarians from the
Vancouver Island Regional Li-
brary, organized the first Van-
cowwer lsland Children's Book
Festival in Manaimo. The folllow-
ing wear. Malaspina College
joined as a sponsor, providing a
central site for the festival. Today,
the first Saturday in May scill
marks Bookfest day, bringing
hundreds of K=8 children to
carmpus to meel their Favorite authors
and Nusorarors. The festival's mission is
a5 follones

1o promicte literacy and a bove of lic-
eramere in the cemtral Vancouver Is-
lamd region by introducing children
o high-quality waorks by Canadian
authors and illustrators,

* to stimulate children's creativity by
bringing them together with pro-
fessional authors and illustrators
whio share their creative processes,

# to celebrate excellence in Canadian
children's liverature and book illus-
tration by showcasing both well-
established and notable fnew
authors and llestrators

The Alabama Young Authors” Confer-
ence is coupled with presentation of the

about WrIting
and drawing,
and to learn “the

Young authors work an their writing,

story behind the book.” Often, the partic-
ipating students actually get to write dur-
ing a workshop as well

speakers at a YAC often include a vari-
ety of both nationally known and local
guthors and illustrators. Some confer-
ences have only one or two speakers: an
author for one group and an illustrator
for the other. Then bath groups rotate,
allowang the speakers to present Dwice
and the entire audience to hear both
speakers. Other YACS host up to 10
speakers, including picture book writers,
illustrators, & poet, a nonfiction writer, a
local broadcaster or news reporter, and
S0000

In Mamaimo, & special committes con-
sisting of the festival coordinator; repre-
sentatives from the library, school dis-
trict, and bookstore; and the school visit
coordinator select each year's speakers
They balance the program to include

hoars

In Whitehorse, Yukon, the Young Au
thors event is held at the high school
twio days during a weeklong,
cormmunity-wide Yulon Writ
ers Festival. Teachers work as
volunteers, together with one
library resource person, to oo
ardinate the day. To zelect au
thors, Jovee Sward, an English
teacher and department head
at FH. Collins Secondary School
in Whitehorse, depends on her
own and others' knowledge of
good books as well as recom
mendations from others who
have heard certain authors
Speak

The Whitehorse festival is
fumded l."lrllllﬁ.!'l the Writers
Unban of Canada, which makes
grants avallable to cover au-
thors' fees and travel EXPEnSEes, .3||‘|:'|E
with the DI;'F:.Hl timent of Education, the
Yuken Science Institute, and local busi-
nesses. Sometimes a local hotel will
donate romms, oF at least offer a substan-

coordinators choose to do so, they
order books by participating speakers
discount from the publisher. The pr
somietimes as much as 0%, will hel
strengthen the YAC budget.

Selecting participants

While almost all coordinators see
avoid a “contest” approach, selectio
participants varies. In some districts
dents are invited to submit a manus
if they wish to be considered. Storie:
selected on merit and efforg, and t
young authiors invited to parmicipat
other areas, classroom teachers s
students, or students simply volum
some YACs publish an anthology ol
students’ stories and poems 1o sha
the school library

What impact does a YAC
have?

Classroom teachers, district staff,
parents agree that a Young Author (
ference gets kids excited about wri
Students get to meet published auth

For further information

Here are some websites that provide useful information about Young

Author Conferences.

= Alabama Young Authors' Conference; www.youngauthors.info,/
= Bookfest, the Vancouver Island Children’s Festival:

www. bookfest.ca/about. htm

* McLean County (Illinois) Unit District 5 Young Author’s Program:
its.ore/ hars finded



